
Helping States Develop Education Report Cards 
The Opportunity Project // U.S. Department of Education (II) 

 Develop parent-friendly, scalable approaches to communicating data about public 
schools that drive insight and engagement—and meet the requirements of a recent federal law. 

 The Every Student Succeeds Act—a landmark federal education law passed in 2015— 
requires states to make an estimated 2,107 data points about their public school systems accessible 
to parents. In response, states are looking to provide this information through digital “report cards.” 
These websites would give parents an interface for navigating important data about schools in their 
state, including per-student spending, test results, and more. Developing these will be a challenge: 
government tends to lack digital services expertise that would help ensure their solutions align with 
best practices around data visualization and human-centered design. The requirements of federal law 
and those around student privacy complicate the task, increasing the risk that parents end up with 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

CHALLENGE: 

PROBLEM: 

clunky tools that confuse rather than illuminate. 

WHY IS THE PROBLEM IMPORTANT: The Every Student Succeeds Act has catalyzed nation-wide interest 
in new approaches to making data about schools transparent and accessible. A state-led wave of 
report card solutions is coming, one that will transform how families across the country learn about the 
schools in their neighborhood, and this is your opportunity to help shape a movement. 

VISION: Digital tools that present this data in user-friendly and engaging ways will give states better 
tools and strategies for tackling data reporting requirements, resulting in more accessible information 
for families and their advocates as they navigate students’ options for a great education. 

TARGET AUDIENCE: States; parents as a secondary audience 

POTENTIAL DATASETS:

  •  Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC)
  •  National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP)
  •  Common Core of Data (CCD)
  •  EDFacts data on assessments and graduation rates
  •  Education Demographic and Geographic Estimates (EDGE) 


